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SYLLABUS FOR ENGLISH 3 2018-2019 

Ms. Rebecca Leung, English Teacher, MHS 

Preferred Contact: rleung@smuhsd.org  

Availability: ROOM 125 during FLEX; Lunch; 4th, 7th period, before/after school (by appointment)                    

     

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS 

This class has been designed to introduce students to the foundations of American literature, and the ongoing 

exploration of identity and humanity by our native and immigrant writers.  With every writing and reading assignment, 

we will address three questions: who are you?  Who am I?  How are we going to get along?  These questions, along 

with ties to students’ relevant experiences, pop culture, music, art, psychology, sociology, gender issues, economics, 

history, politics and other subjects, will enrich our class discussions and written assessments, and create a class that 

feels at times, like a college freshman seminar.  Some of our discussion points will be sensitive and/or controversial 

in nature.  Students are expected to listen and speak respectfully, keeping in mind the variety of opinions that may 

exist within our classroom environment.   

  

This class will help students meet the MHS STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES, making them:      

Effective Communicators and Collaborators 

Positive contributors to the community 

Individuals that are healthy, self-reliant and responsible 

Critical Problem Solvers and Creative Thinkers 

CLASSROOM RULES 

1.  Come to class on-time on a daily basis ready to participate with all required materials and text(s).  

2.  Be respectful towards everyone and all classroom materials.  Act like the young adult you are, everyday.   

3.          Keep electronic devices out of sight and on silent unless requested or assigned by the teacher.  

4.   Keep your work and discussion points original.  A first offense in cheating or plagiarism will receive an 

automatic F and a referral.  A second cheating offense may lead to a “drop F” in the class.  All writing must be original 

or cited using MLA formatting.   

 

TOPICS COVERED/PACING 

Weeks 1-6: Foundations of American literature -- Native American mythology, historical narratives and documents, 

The Crucible  

Weeks 7-13 : The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, history of the n-word and racism in America, modern day racism 

and race relations  

Weeks 14-18 : Modernism in America, early feminist literature, The Great Gatsby  

 

Spring Semester : The Color of Water, miscellaneous short stories from Ethnic-American Literature, The Grapes of 

Wrath or a selection of the teacher’s choice

CLASS MATERIALS 
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On a daily basis, students are expected to bring bring any required text(s) and an organizational system of their 

choice which may include but may not be limited to: a binder with dividers, a folder and supply of binder paper, or a 

large spiral notebook with pockets.  They should also have post-its, a blue or black pen, and white out.  A supply of 

printer paper and ink should be kept at home. They are also expected to check the class website nightly for 

homework assignments and/or announcements.  

100 - 97 A+           89 - 87 B+    79 - 77 C+     69 - 67 D+      57.1 or less  F 

96 - 93 A         86 - 83 B            76 - 73 C       66 - 63 D 

92 - 90 A-              82 - 80 B-            72 - 70 C-      62 - 58 D- 

  

MS. LEUNG’S SCHOOLLOOP CODES  

M = equivalent to 35% of original grade; the assignment has not been submitted to teacher or seen by the teacher at 

all; late assignments will temporarily be marked as INC until the teacher has had the opportunity to grade them 

EXC = assignment is excused, does not hurt/help a student’s grade 

0 = student received zero credit on the assignment; student did not meet minimum requirements/expectations or did 

not answer any questions correctly 

EC = extra credit 

 

LATE POLICY 

Students will lose 10% for each day an assignment is late, earning a maximum of 50% if an assignment is more than 

five days late.  Students with individual concerns should speak to the teacher directly.  

 

FORMATTING  Please submit all assignments as follows:  

In-class writing/timed writing: Single spaced, blue or black ink, written on front side of college-ruled binder paper 

Untimed writing and/or revisions:  Double spaced, typed, black ink on white binder paper, one side only, 12 point 

Times New Roman 

 *All notes, outlines, and drafts must be turned in with revised assignments.  Please always staple the best copy on 

top.  

 

TUTORING/INTERVENTIONS 

Please see the teacher individually for additional tutoring or interventions.  Flex-time workshops geared towards 

specific assignments or goals will be available throughout the year.  I look forward to working with you to make this 

year a success. 

Sincerely, 

  

Ms. Rebecca Leung, English Teacher  

rleung@smuhsd.org 

 

ACADEMIC CONTRACT 

 

By signing below, I accept responsibility for every single one of my actions and agree to the expectations 

outlined in the syllabus for American Literature. I will try my best, each day.  
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Student name _______________________________Student signature __________________________ 

  

Parent name _______________________________Parent signature ____________________________ 

 

Parent Email ___________________________________ 

 

Parent Daytime Phone #  _______________________________ 

  

Is your parent fluent in English?          Y       N 

 

Other languages spoken by parent?  _____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSONAL FACT SHEET 

PERIOD ______         LAST NAME ____________________ FIRST NAME _____________________  

  

Email Address _____________________________________ 
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1.      What do you consider your greatest strengths as a person?  As a student?  Your greatest 

weaknesses as a person?  As a student? 

  

  

 

 

 

2.      What are some things you hope to accomplish in this class?  Outside of this class?  

  

  

  

 

 

 

3.      What are your concerns about this class?  What are your concerns for your other classes?   

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What is your plan for after high school? 

  

  

  

  

  

5.  Anything else I should know about you?  
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